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Information about the search mask 

 

Figure 1: Screenshot of the search mask 

 

Field  – Search names 

1. The only mandatory field in the search function is the submission of a surname. Wildcards 

may be used.  

"%" – The percentage sign represents none, one or more characters. A search with the 

character string "M%" results in all names beginning with the letter "M", followed by any 

number of characters. 

"_" – The underscore character represents exactly one character at a certain position. A search 

with the character string "M_ller" results in the search results "Müller, Möller, Miller" etc. 

2. The activated option "apply phonetic search" causes a phonetic search (Cologne phonetics) 

with surname 1 and 2. 

3. Input of a first name is optional. If a first name is entered in the text field, it will be 

considered in the search. Only search results in which the first name occurs anywhere in the 

text field will be displayed. 

Gender – This option is only available if two search names are entered. If two search names 

are being used, partners will also be considered for the indexed entries. These are 
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corresponding parents for births/baptisms, spouses for marriages/marriage banns and partners 

for deaths. Parents of deceased persons, if indexed, are also included. The "Gender" option 

allows you to choose whether the search names entered should be included in the search in a 

particular "gender combination".  

For a search with the option "any combination" it is irrelevant whether search name 1 is male 

or female, since both combinations are queried during the search. The other two options can 

be used to query a specific combination 

Note: When using 2 search names, parents are always determined for baptisms/births. If only 

one search name is used for births/baptisms, the search is limited to the child and its birth 

name. 

Field  – Event type 

This option selects for which events the search is conducted. A choice has to be made 

between baptism/birth, marriage/marriage banns and death/burial. 

Field  – Time frame 

By entering one or two years (format: YYYY) the search results can be limited in time. If no 

values are entered, the search results will only be restricted in accordance with blocking 

periods under the German Civil Status Act. 

Field  – Source 

Select the sources to which the search is to be applied. A restriction to church records or civil 

status documents is possible by selecting the appropriate options. 

After selecting "registry office" or "church register" a dropdown field is activated. In this field 

specific registry offices or parishes can be selected. In this case the search will only consider 

the selected registry office or parish. 

Field  – Filter by county / location 

By selecting a specific county in the upper drop-down field, the search will only be applied to 

registry offices or parishes in the selected county. (Assignment of location to counties is 

according to the year 1932) 

With the text field "Ortsangabe in Eintrag" the results can be limited to records in which the 

entry made occurs anywhere in the following fields: [name registry office] or [name parish], 

[place(s) of birth], [place(s) of residence], [place of death]. 

Field  – Display options 

The upper drop-down field can be used to select how many results are displayed on the first 

results page. 
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Using the lower dropdown field, you can control how the results are sorted on the subsequent 

results pages. 

 

Field  – Buttons 

Button "Anleitung/ Hilfe" – opens this user guide for help information 

Button "Reset" – all entry fields are cleared and dropdown-fields set to their standard values 

Button "Suche" – executes the database search as selected 

Information about the results displays 

 

Figure 2: Screenshot of results list for births / baptisms 

 

Figure 3: Screenshot of results list for marriages / marriage banns 

 

Figure 4: Screenshot of results list for deaths / burials 

On the page following the search mask, the results of the search are listed in table form. Only 

one part of the available information is shown here for reasons of clarity. The columns 
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displayed depend on the selected event (see figures above). The number of results displayed 

and the sorting is based on the criteria selected in the search mask. 

Navigation between the results pages is carried out using the scroll function at the beginning 

and end of the results table. The first column of the results contains a link with detailed data 

of the search results. 

Information about the record details 

 

Figure 5: Screenshot of record details for births / baptisms 
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Figure 6: Screenshot of record details for marriages / marriage banns 

 

Figure 7: Screenshot of record details for deaths / burials 

The detailed data record contains all indexed details of the search result in tabular form. The 

fields displayed depend on the selected event. 

The link to the online indexing resource is also specified here. However, there is no direct link 

to the corresponding digitised version of the search result, as this is usually not recorded. 

Possible information on image numbers or similar is possibly given in the field "Remarks". 

The information in the field "Quellenübersicht in Quellendatenbank Pommerscher Greif e.V." 

links to the "sources search" of the association. Under the link given you will find the 

compilation of all data sources in archives and internet to the respective registry office or 

parish and should assist in further research. 


